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Celebrating Success Together – What a Fortnight!

Dear Parents and Carers,

What an incredible couple of weeks it’s been at Killisick – full of celebration, achievement and
community spirit. There is so much to be proud of across the school.

Firstly, we marked the 80th anniversary of VE Day in style. Our children explored this historic
event through both our History and English curriculum, asking thoughtful questions, creating
powerful writing, and reflecting on the concept of freedom and sacrifice. The red, white and
blue non-uniform day and celebratory meal were the perfect way to round off a day full of
learning and remembrance.

A huge well done must go to our Year 6 children, who completed their SATs with real maturity,
focus and confidence. They tackled each test with determination and showed just how ready
they are for the next stage of their journey. We’re equally proud of the whole school for the
way they rallied round to support them – a special thank you to Year 3, who kindly relocated
from one of their classrooms to make space for our testing arrangements to run smoothly.
That’s teamwork in action!

Year 5 had an out-of-this-world experience during their trip to the National Space Centre in
Leicester, linking beautifully with their Science topic on Earth and space. The children returned
buzzing with facts, curiosity, and a newfound love for the cosmos!

We were also delighted to welcome our School Improvement Director for a visit. She was full
of praise for our school, commenting on how we continue to grow and improve in all areas. It
was wonderful to hear external recognition of the hard work and passion that goes into
everything we do at Killisick.

We are thrilled to have welcomed some new faces to our Killisick family this week. These
children joined us after hearing about the fantastic things happening in our school, and we
couldn’t be prouder of how warmly they’ve been welcomed by their new classmates. This
brings us to 10 new starters so far this academic year – and we still have room for more! If you
know of any families looking for a school place, please do encourage them to contact Mrs
Swann in the School Office.

Finally, a reminder that our school is strictly nut-free. This is to protect the health and safety of
several children in our community who have severe nut allergies. For these children, even the
smallest trace of nuts can cause a life-threatening reaction. We kindly ask that no products
containing nuts are brought into school, including some chocolate spreads like Nutella, snack
bars, or baked goods. Please always check food labels before packing lunches and 
snacks. Thank you for helping us keep all children safe. Your support makes a real 
difference. 💙

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. With more exciting weeks 
ahead, we’re proud to be growing learners and growing leaders – 
together.

Warmest wishes,

MESSAGES FROM MR. JONES

Mr Jones



Children from Flying High Partnership schools across Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire came together to take part
in a football talent-spotting event held at the RH Academy, Mansfield.
The event was organised by Next Level Sports Ltd in partnership with Mansfield Town FC Academy and aimed to
showcase the talents of pupils from schools within the Flying High Partnership, a primary-only multi-academy
trust.

The school pupils showcased their skills by playing against Mansfield Town FC Academy players, who put the
hopeful visitors through their paces during various matches.

Scott Hardy is a Director at Next Level Sports Ltd, and he said, “It was great to see so many children from Flying High
Partnership schools attend RH Academy, Mansfield Town’s training facility. We decided to run the event after a
conversation with Grant Worthington (Flying High Partnership Inclusion and System Leader), who was looking to
develop pathways into elite sports for children from within their multi-academy trust.

“Football is loved and played across the county every weekend, and we wanted to provide an opportunity for
some of those schoolchildren to shine on a bigger stage and in front of the academy coaches. The RH Academy
facility is one of the best in EFL League One, and hopefully, this will act as an inspiration to the children to work
harder at something they already enjoy – ultimately with a view to progressing to playing with a professional club.
“Alongside organising Flying High Partnership games, this is another way Next Level Sports Ltd can support the
children we work with in schools, and we hope this is the first of many talent-spotting events, including those for
girls and Year 3 and 4 children that we can arrange.”
At the event, school pupils played against Mansfield Town FC Academy players in Under-10s (Year 5) and Under-
11s (Year 6) teams, focusing on small-sided games of 4 v 4 or 6 v 6, with additional strength and conditioning
sessions. Following the event, Next Level Sports and MTFC will look at options to run similar events or representative
matches in the near future.

Rory (Year 6) is a pupil from Killisick Junior School (Arnold) who said, “I thought it was brilliant! It is a great
opportunity to show off what you can do, especially playing against a high-quality team. It was also good to play
against pupils from our other schools in the trust, and I already knew some of them.”

Rory said it was helpful to play against pupils with high skill levels. “It’s good to play against others of your own
level because you know what they are capable of. Mansfield were outstanding, and that’s the level I want to get to.
I would like to join a professional football academy, and my aspiration is to be a professional footballer when I am
older. To do that, I need to work hard and put all my effort into it, using my school values of enjoyment and
perseverance.”
Grant Worthington is the Flying High Partnership’s Inclusion and System Leader, and he said, “It was a fantastic
opportunity for our Year 5 and Year 6 boys from across our partnership schools to come together to represent
Flying High against excellent Mansfield Town Academy teams. Experiences like this not only build confidence and
teamwork but also create lasting memories for the children involved.

“In partnership with Next Level Sports and Mansfield Town Football Club, we are delighted to provide a football
talent pathway for our gifted footballers and are excited to grow this initiative even further, with plans to expand
opportunities in both boys’ and girls’ football. We look forward to continuing to provide incredible and inspiring
experiences for all our pupils and thank both Next Level Sports and Mansfield Town Football Club for working in
collaboration with us to deliver this event at the impressive RH Academy.”
Schools with pupils participating were: Peafield Lane Academy (Mansfield Woodhouse), Bilsthorpe Flying High
Academy, Edwalton Primary School, Killisick Junior School (Arnold), Horsendale Primary & Nursery School (Nuthall),
Forest Glade Primary School (Sutton-in-Ashfield), Leamington Primary & Nursery, Blue Bell Hill Primary School (St
Ann’s), Rivendell Flying High Academy, Hucknall Flying High Academy, Kirkstead Junior Academy (Pinxton),
Greenwood Primary & Nursery School (Kirkby-in-Ashfield), Hawthorne Primary & Nursery School (Bestwood
Village), and Beeston Fields Primary and Nursery School.

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE SCHOOLS TEST
THEIR FOOTBALL SKILLS WITH
MANSFIELD TOWN FC ACADEMY
PLAYERS



Year 3 have been very fortunate to have Adam visit us from Refugee Roots. We have learnt
more about the journey that asylum seekers face. We have thought about what we would
miss if we had to leave our homes, what things might help us make the move to a new
country easier. We have also learnt about the incredible work that the charity provide. We will
be organising a fundraising activity for Refugee Roots soon, so that we can pay it forward.
Thank you Adam for your time. As always, our children were respectful and asked thoughtful
questions.

REAL-LIFE ENQUIRY
LEARNING 



Our school rules are really simple:

1️⃣ Be ready
2️⃣ Be respectful
3️⃣ Be responsible

These are not just rules for school, but strong guiding principles for life outside of school.

We require your support to reiterate these expectations to all children at all times. Our rules
are there to keep everyone safe and to ensure we can do the wonderful things we do
effectively and efficiently. The vast majority of our school community adheres to these rules
and expectations, but this becomes exceptionally difficult for staff when children refuse to
follow the rules. We expect all children to adhere to our expectations.

OUR BEHAVIOUR
EXPECTATIONS



Stay Connected with Class Dojo

Class Dojo is our main way of keeping in touch with you about your child’s day-to-day
school life. It’s more than just a messaging app – it’s a window into your child’s learning and
achievements. If you’re not checking it regularly or don’t have it downloaded on a device,
you’re missing out on lots of valuable updates!

Here’s what you can do with Class Dojo:
See photos and videos of classroom learning and school events
Receive important news and announcements instantly
Track your child’s Dojo points for positive behaviour and effort
Message your child’s teacher directly with quick questions or updates
Get reminders about key dates, events and things to bring in
Celebrate successes and stay informed about your child’s progress

📲 Don’t miss out! If you haven’t yet connected or need help logging in, please speak to
your child’s class teacher or the School Office for a join code.

BEHAVIOUR SUMMARY FOR
THE WEEK

AS A WHOLE SCHOOL, WE ACHIEVED A 98%

POSITIVE SCORE ON THE OVERALL NUMBER

OF DOJO’S GIVEN. WELL DONE EVERYONE -

WHAT AN ACHIEVEMENT. 



We’ve started the summer term strong, with attendance being regularly over 97%. This week, we took
a bit of a dip and landed at 95.6% overall for this week. This is mainly because of sporadic absence -
half-a-day here or a day there. It’s really important that children ae in school, on time (as this
affects children’s attendance records too!) regularly and consistently. 

Well done to the 165 children who have excellent attendance this week - with no days absent. Let’s
keep going with this wonderful achievement. 

Every day - every minute - counts! 

ATTENDANCE
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
On the horizon...


